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a page reads aloud a chapter of Holy Scripture; then
prayer is offered, and his master expounds the meaning
of the chapter they have read, and repeats the lessons
of the preceding day, after which his pupil deduces for
himself conclusions "bearing on the practical conduct of
life. They then read for three hours; playing at tennis
follows for as long as they like to play, which is until
they are thoroughly well exercised. If there is any
spare time before dinner, they spend it in recalling
something of the morning's study. During dinner there
is read some pleasant history of warlike actions; after
which they discourse on the nature and properties of all
that may be on the table, with references to Athenseus,
Pliny, and other ancient authors, so that in a short time
Gargantua knows as well as any physician all that the
ancients had said on these things. Cards are brought in
after dinner, not for gambling, but for the purpose of
learning the science of numbers \ with these are diagrams
and geometrical figures for the study of geometry and
astronomy. Then they sing part-songs, or play music,
Gargantua, for his own part, understanding how to play
on the lute, the spinet, the German flute, the violin,
and the sackbut. Eecreation ended, there follow
three more hours of study. Then come riding, tilting,
and exercises under the direction of Gymnast. An
amazing description follows, with all the exact extrava-
gances with which Eabelais loved to illustrate a point
and show his encyclopaedic knowledge, of Gargantua's
athletic prowess and powers. Next, they botanise in
the meadows. At supper, the lesson read at dinner is
continued. Then more singing and playing, with feats
of legerdemain. Sometimes they spend the whole even-